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FEATURES * arts
THE ART BUS

Robert Nieves explains why the CIRCA Puerto Rico
International Art Fair is a mandatory stop on the global art circuit.

By Celeste Fraser Delgado

When Luis Rafael Sanchez wrote his famous essay La guagua aérea

Vit (“The Air Bus,” 1983), the play wright and novelist painted a portrait of
The Guru of Gossip working class Puerto Ricans trav eling between their two worlds: the island
There's no question Perez Hilton can dish. and Nueva York. Now a new Puerto Rican set is boarding a better
But this past year, this icon of the Interet appointed “air bus” and jetting about the world's art circuit, from New York

has expanded his already considerable to London and Paris, and all the way to Beijing in pursuit of the world's
platform into new realms. most valuable and moving works of art.
read more... For the past five years, that journey has begun at the CIRCA Puerto
Colors of the Season Rico International Art Fair in San Juan, running from January 29 through
Everyone loves red, green and, but the February 1. Because those dates fit nicely between two giant global fairs
2 trendiest gifts this holiday season will —Art Basel Miami Beach in December and the Armory Show in New Y ork
have far splashier colors. City in March—CIRCA promises to be a mandatory stop for international
read more... artists, gallery owners and art collectors. Hispanic talked with CIRCA

director Robert Nieves about the fair and Puerto Rico's growing role on
the global art scene.

2009 Rewind
What a year it has been for Hispanics in
the U.S. We take a look at some of the
memorable moments that helped shape
our world.
read more...
The Art Bus
The CIRCA Puerto Rico Art Fair has both
warmth and sophistication, helping make it
a mandatory stop for those who love art
as well those who want to learn more.
read more...
The Referee
Just how does one get to be the only

5 Hispanic crew chief in the NFL?
Ask Alberto Riveron.
read more...

HISPANIC Magazine: Would you
characterize CIRCA as a Puerto Rican
or a Caribbean art fair?

Robert Nieves: CIRCA is an art fair in
the Caribbean, but we are not a
displaying Caribbean or even Latin
American art exclusively . There are
galleries from all over the world.

HM: So how does CIRCA help expose
~the work of Puerto Rican or Latin
American artists?

RN: We have a section called SOLO
where we feature five or six artists from
the region who are not represented by a
gallery. We always ask them to create a
project specifically for the fair,
something fresh. For example,
Colombian artist Alex Rodriguez is putting together a series of paintings
based on the advertisements for art galleries in magazines such as
Artforum. Those ads have a particular style, their own set of clichés,
which the artist is recreating.

HM: How has CIRCA grown since it was founded in 20057

RN: The growth has been relativ e; with the global economic situation, the
galleries have been hit hard. However, the private corporations and
collectors have grown more interested in CIRCA. CIRCA attracts
collectors from Europe, China and the United States, as well as from
Latin America. The collectors have seen Puerto Rico as a nice
destination.

HM: How active are Puerto Rican
collectors on today's global circuit?
RN: Puerto Rican collectors are
constantly traveling. They all know each
other. They travel in groups; cne
collector will invite the rest. I've never
seen any thing like the solidarity they
share.

HM: Do you see that same solidarity during CIRCA PR?

RN: One of the most popular features at CIRCA are the collectors’ open
houses, where prominent Puerto Ricans open their homes to show their
private collections. We call this the Chambres Des Collectionneurs, in
homage to Jan Hoet's Chambres d'Amis. [Hoet is a Belgian art historian
who installed a 1986 art exhibit in 70 private homes in Gent, Belgium.]
Some of the collectors who participate include Milly and Chilo Andreu,
Diana and Moisés Berezdivin, César Reyes, Margarita Serapion and John
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